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I* Fart of a Letter dated Jum 7. 1697. giving an Account of a 
moving Bog in Ireland. 

ON the 7th Day of June, 1697. *&*£ CkarleviHe, in the 
County of Limerick -in Ireland,* great RumbIing,or faint 
Noife was heard in the Earth, much like unto the Sound of 
Thunder near ipent ; for a little Space the Air was fbmewhat 
troubled with little Whisking Winds/eeming to meet contrary 
Ways: And fbon after that/o the greater Terror and Afright- 
raent of a great Number of Spe#ators,a more wonderful thing 
happened ; for in a Bog ftretching North and South, the 
Earth began to move, viz,. Meadow and Pafture Land that 
lay on the fide of the Bog, and feparated by an extraordinary 
large Ditch, and oher Land on the further fide adjoining to 
it ; and a Rifing, or little Hill in the middle of the Bog here- 
upon funk flat. 

This Motion began about Seven of the Clock in the Even- 
ing, ffu&uating in its Motioh like Waves, the Pafture-Land 
rifing very high, fo that it over-run the Ground beneith it 3 
and moved upon its Surface, rowling on with great pufhing 
Violence, till it had covered the Meadow, and is held to re- 
main upon it 16 Feet deep. 

In the Motion of this Earth, it drew after it the Body of 
the Bog, part of it lying on the Place where the Pafture- 
Land that moved out, of its Place it had before, flood j 
leaving great Breaches behind it , and fpewipgs of Wa- 
ter that caft up noifom' Vapours : And fo it cdfttinues at pfe- 
fent, to the great Wonderment of thofe that pais by, or come 
many Miles to be Eye-witnefTes of fo ftrange a thing. 



A true Defer i ft ion of the Bog of Kapanihane ufon the Eft ate of 
Brook Bridges, Eff. in the County of Limerick, near Char- 
levili ; with an Account of the Motion thereof on the 7th Day of 
June, 1697 .in the Afternoon., which la/led about half an Hour. 
Communicated by W. Molyneux, £/j. 

i« / TPHE Line A B is theMeridian, C a Meadow contain- 

X ing ; Engiifo Acres, and 32. Perches ; D firm Pa- 

fture-Land (buo of a Courfe, Boggy Subftancej containing 4 

Acres 



Acres % Roods. The Line r, 2. was a Hedge of large Affi 
and Willow Trees between the Meadow and the firm Land. 
3, 4. Was the Edge of the Bog next to the Pafture. The prickt 
Lines from 3. to j. and from 4. to 6. (hew the Limits or 
Bounds of the Bog. 

2. The Meadow C was lower by a Defcent of y Foot 
than the Pafture D, and the Pafture D was lower by 6 Foot 
than the Surface of the Bog : And there was yet a confidera- 
ble riling and Hill, as at E, the Height whereof was above 
10 Foot above the- Surface of the Bogj fo that there was a 
Defcent from E to the Meadow. 

3. Now I come to its Motion, and will prefume to fliew 
the Caufe in- Brief. A more than ordinary wet Spring occa- 
fion'd a prodigious fwellingof the Height of the Bog at E, 
and at length moiften'd the whole, but chiefly the under 
part thereof, the Water foaking to the Bottom. By this means 
the Turfy Hill E being as it were undermin'd, naturally funk 
down, and conlequently prefs'd the Bog on all hands> chiefly 
towards the Defcent j till the Pafture D was forced on the 
Meadow C, overturning the intermediate Hedge. So that the 
Line 3, 4. is now become i> 2. and the Meadow and the 
whole Bog are Level,only there are Chafms and great Cracks 
throughout the whole Surface of the Bog, reprefented by the 
ftroaks about E* The Bog contains 40 Acres. 

Whereas fome conceive that this Motion cannot be Natu- 
rally explained, for Two Reafons ; Firft^ That no Quantity 
of Water was difcovered on the faid Motion. Secondly, That 
no confidcrable Defcent appears now to the Spe&ators. As to 
the Firft, I know that there was a Quantity of Water. And 
as to the Latter, I know alfb that there was a Defcent, as I 
havedefcribedit. My Caufe of Knowledge is, that I hold 
Farms from the faid BrookBridges^(q]ommg to,and bounding 
with the, laid Bog, and was acquainted with the lame before 
the Motion. 
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